Missouri leader takes heat, accused 
of blackmail in affair. — National, 4A 


Dreams begin today for horsemen as ’18 
Oaklawn season starts. — Sports, 1C 
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In the news 


E Don Young, 84, a gruff, 
no-nonsense Alaska con- 
gressman in his 23rd term 
who once called the state’s 
lieutenant governor “Cap- 
tain Zero” and told a female 
colleague she didn’t know 
what she was talking about, 
is now in charge of ensuring 
civility in the U.S. House be- 
cause he’s its longest-serving 
member. 


E Eddie Calvo, the gov- 
ernor of Guam, caught on 
early that something wasn’t 
right but finished a call, pur- 
portedly from the Ukraine 
prime minister’s office re- 
garding the threat posed by 
North Korea, that actually 
came from two Russian co- 
medians who posted a tape 
of the call on social media. 


i Jade Eastman, 10, won a 
gift bag from a supermarket, 
beating two 12-year-old com- 
petitors to take first place in 
a grilled-cheese-sandwich 
cooking contest held during 
an annual agricultural trade 
show in Augusta, Maine. 


E Mick Ruis, a developer 
in Whitefish, Mont., gave 
the green light for crews 
to demolish a commercial 
building designed by Frank 
Lloyd Wright after a Chica- 
go-based conservancy group 
missed a Wednesday dead- 
line to find a buyer willing 
to pay $1.7 million for the 
historic building. 


E Gavin Becker enlisted 
his family’s help to write 
“Marry Me” in 25-foot let- 
ters using a snowblower on 
the frozen Eight Crow Wing 
Lake near Nevis, Minn., and 
then rented a plane to fly his 
girlfriend, Olivia Toft, over 
the handiwork and hear her 
say “Yes.” 


E Daniel O’Malley, 49, 
of Worcester, Mass., and 
Kara Kelleher-Mahunick of 
Holden pleaded innocent 
to armed robbery and oth- 
er charges after police said 
they used a dating app to 
lure a Rhode Island man to 
a motel to rob him. 


i Speck Mellencamp, 22, 
a son of rocker John Mellen- 
camp, who police said got 
into a fight with his brother, 
Hud, outside a restaurant in 
Bloomington, Ind., pleaded 
guilty to public intoxication 
and was sentenced to six 
months’ probation and 25 
hours of community service. 


E Eric Thornton said an 
owl swooped down as he left 
his town house in midtown 
Atlanta, cutting his head and 
making him the third person 
to report an owl attack since 
Dec. 23. 


E Trameka Brown-Ber- 
ry, whose 9-year-old black 
son attends a private school 
in Wauwatosa, Wis., called 
it shocking for a teacher 
to ask fourth-graders in a 
homework assignment to 
list three good reasons for 
slavery and three bad ones, 
saying people aren’t asked to 
give three good reasons for 
rape or the Holocaust. 


WEATHER 
LITTLE ROCK 
Today Breezy and colder. 
High 38, winds 
northwest at 


15 to 20 mph, 
gusting to 30 
mph early. 
Tonight Partly 
cloudy. 
Low 21. 
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Alex Broumand of the Montecito, Calif., Fire Department uses a long pole Thursday to search 
for bodies around a mudslide-damaged home. Crews were still trying to find survivors more than 
two days after deadly mudslides tore through the Southern California coastal town, but doubts 
were growing that anyone else would be found alive. 
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States’ strings 
for Medicaid 


Intent is work requirement 
for some receiving benefits 
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WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s admin- 
istration said Thursday that 
it would allow states to im- 
pose work requirements on 
some Medicaid recipients, a 
policy shift in the health pro- 
gram for low-income people. 

Federal officials said they 
would support state efforts 
to require able-bodied adults 
to engage in work or “com- 
munity engagement activi- 
ties” as a condition of their 
eligibility for Medicaid. 

“Our fundamental goal is 
to make a positive and lasting 
difference in the health and 
wellness of our beneficiaries, 
and today’s announcement is 
a step in that direction,” said 
Seema Verma, the adminis- 


trator of the federal Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services. 

Medicaid beneficia- 
ries range from pregnant 
women and newborns to 
elderly nurs- 
ing-home 
residents. 
Medicaid 
was expand- 
ed under 
former Pres- 
ident Barack 
Obama, with 
an option al- 
lowing states 
to cover millions more 
low-income adults. Many 
of them have jobs that don’t 
provide health insurance. 

People on Medicaid are 
not legally required to hold 

See WORK, Page 6A 
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Rep. Douglas House speaks in support of cuts in the Health Depart- 
ment budget at Thursday’s Joint Budget Committee meeting. Sen. 
Linda Chesterfield (left) and Sen. Joyce Elliott countered that the 
spending plan shouldn't be radically changed at the last minute. 


Spending proposal 
for health agency 
clears state panel 


ANDY DAVIS 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

The Legislature’s Joint 
Budget Committee on 
Thursday approved a 
spending plan for the state 
Department of Health after 
attempts by House members 
to trim appropriations for to- 
bacco-cessation programs, 
operating expenses and the 
state trauma system. 

Rep. Jim Dotson, R-Ben- 
tonville, one of the legis- 
lators who proposed the 
reductions, said he wants 
the appropriations to more 
closely match what the de- 


House votes to 
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WASHINGTON — The 
House of Representatives 
voted Thursday to extend 
the National Security Agen- 
cy’s no-warrant surveillance 
program for six years with 
minimal changes, rejecting 
a yearslong effort by a bi- 
partisan group of lawmak- 
ers to impose new priva- 
cy limits when it sweeps 
up Americans’ emails and 
other personal communi- 
cations. 

The 256-164 vote cen- 
tered on an expiring law 
that permits the govern- 
ment, without warrants, 
to collect communications 
of foreigners abroad from 
U.S. firms such as Google 
and AT&T — even when 
those targets are talking 


See NSA, Page 6A 


UNIVERSITY SYSTEM presidents 
say they'll abide by governor’s 
tuition freeze request. Page 1B. 


partment actually plans to 
spend. 

Appropriations grant 
an agency the authority to 
spend money and usually 
exceed expected funding, 
giving the agency the flexi- 
bility to spend more money 
if it becomes available, such 
as through a federal grant. 

But setting the appropri- 
ated amount too high gives 

See HEALTH, Page 3A 
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Wal-Mart raising pay, 
closing 63 Sam’s Clubs 


ROBBIE NEISWANGER 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Employees at 63 Sam’s 
Clubs across the U.S. were 
informed by the company 
Thursday that their stores 
were either being closed or 
converted into e-commerce 
warehouses. 

The Bentonville com- 
pany — which is the ware- 
house division of Wal-Mart 
Stores Inc. — told workers 
of the plans after a review of 
its store portfolio. Wal-Mart 
said 63 of the company’s 660 
Sam’s Club stores will close 
and about 12 of them will be 


converted into e-commerce 
centers as the retailer consol- 
idates its footprint and fuels 
its online business. 

The closings came the 
same day Wal-Mart an- 
nounced plans to raise its 
minimum wage to $11 an hour 
for all U.S. employees in Feb- 
ruary, hand out bonuses of up 
to $1,000 for workers, and ex- 
pand its maternity and pater- 
nity leave policies because of 
benefits it will see from new 
tax legislation. 

Some of the Sam’s Club 
stores closed immediately 
Thursday, according to a Wal- 


Mart official. Others will re- 
main open until late January 
before closing to customers. 
The decision is expected to 
affect thousands of workers, 
but the exact number was not 

available Thursday. 
“Transforming our busi- 
ness Means managing our re- 
al estate portfolio — we need 
a strong fleet of clubs that 
are fit for the future,” Sam’s 
Club Chief Executive Officer 
John Furner said in a memo 
to employees explaining the 
decision. “After a thorough 
review, it became clear we 
See SAMS, Page 3A 


Draft deal on DACA hits wall 


Trump remarks raise racial-bias cries 
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The New York Times/ERIN SCHAFF 


Sen. Jeff Flake said Thursday that 
the senators working on an immi- 
gration bill have an agreement in 
principle, but Sen. Tom Cotton 
called the plan “unacceptable.” 
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WASHINGTON — A 
bipartisan group of six sen- 
ators working to resolve 
thorny issues like the status 
of illegal aliens, border secu- 
rity and restrictions on legal 
immigration offered a draft 
plan Thursday, but the White 
House rejected it. 

The rejection plunged the 
issue back into uncertainty 
just eight days before a gov- 
ernment-shutdown deadline. 

In a meeting with sev- 


no-warrant surveillance 


AP/PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS 


House Speaker Paul Ryan, who spoke with President Donald Trump by phone Thursday between 
Trump’s contradictory tweets about the surveillance law, said the Trump administration’s position 
“has been really clear from day one, which is: [the law] is really important, it’s got to be renewed.” 


ALLIES OF Trump say transition 
team emails improperly turned 
over to Mueller. Page 7A. 


eral lawmakers, President 
Donald Trump used vulgar 
language to ask why the U.S. 
would accept more immi- 
grants from Haiti and certain 
African countries rather than 
places like Norway, accord- 
ing to people briefed on the 

Oval Office conversation. 
Trump’s remarks startled 
lawmakers in the meeting 
See DRAFT, Page 7A 


State D.C. 
crew cool 
on tweets 


FRANK E. LOCKWOOD 
ARKANSAS 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

WASHINGTON — 
Several members of the 
all-Republican Arkansas 
congressional delegation 
would like to see Presi- 
dent Donald Trump tone 
down or scale back his 
Twitter pronouncements. 

The New York Repub- 
lican is moving the nation 
in the right direction, 
they say, but his social 
media posts are some- 
times counterproductive. 

“I think one of the 
great strengths of the 
president is he says 


See TWEETS, Page 6A 


